ao6                                        CHILDREN OF THE PEOPLE
The grandfather is the focus of family life in spite of age and
feebleness. He is watched over and waited on with more of an
appearance of affection than is accorded to anyone else. Although
he is a Singer, he submitted to a medical examination and expressed
gratitude for medicine given him.
His daughter, Comas' mother, has a severe, humorless face which
occasionally breaks into a grotesque smile. Sh$ was gracious to
visitors but nagging to ber children. Comas is her chief mainstay
since his brother took to drinking and then got married, but she
seems to do little to make the work more attractive, merely prodding
him when he fails to do it. She did not remarry after her husband's
death, and she looks disappointed in life.
The sister is a lumpish sort of girl, if anything even more inert
than Comas. She -seems amused at his foolishness when he is show-
ing of? but goes no further than that in furnishing companionship.
She weaves a little, herds the sheep occasionally, and helps in gather-
ing pinyons.
There is less bustle and industry in this household than in any
Navaho home we visited. Their poverty does not seem sufficient
incentive to spur them into persistent and productive activity. They
do what work they cannot avoid and get along as best they can.
They usually attend the annual fiesta at Laguna, where they visit
Comas' father's people and exchange gifts. Comas himself has been
there ten times.
Comas' life has been quite limited, consisting chiefly in tending
the sheep and otherwise helping his family. Sometimes he has
worked for neighboring white ranchers. His chief complaint is that
he has no opportunity to know other boys; when observed with
others of his age, he appears friendly and agreeable. He does not
seem to pay much attention to girls. When his brother and uncle
are around, they boss him a good deal but get small response from
him. He says that he has never had a drink and doesn't intend to
because he "sees too much of that around this place."
The results of the tests emphasized a number of these points. He
is at least of "average intelligence," scoring an IQ of 104 on the
Arthur even though he has never been to school. The other tests
indicate that he does not use his ability consistently nor efficiently,
and that he is neither realistic nor practical. He seems to be very
much disturbed by his environment. He is so disappointed in it, in